
Mr. President, 

In anticipation of Presidents' Day consider the following words of counsel and caution: 

1.  “Human kindness has never weakened the stamina or softened the fiber of a free people. 

A nation does not have to be cruel in order to be tough. - Franklin Roosevelt 

2. Facts are stubborn things: and whatever may be our wishes… they cannot alter the state 

of facts. - John Adams. 

3. Let us not seek the Republican answer or the Democratic answer, but the right answer. 

Let us not seek to fix the blame for the past, let us accept our own responsibility for the 

future. - John F. Kennedy 

4. Patriotism is supporting your country all the time, and your government when it deserves 

it. - Mark Twain [A great American writer] 

5. The freedom of speech may be taken away - and dumb and silent we may be led, like 

sheep to the slaughter. - President George Washington 

6. It's amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit. - President 

Harry S. Truman 

7. I would rather the man who presents something for my consideration subject me to a 

zephyr of truth and a gentle breeze of responsibility rather than blow me down with a 

curtain of hot wind. - President Grover Cleveland 

8. To announce that there must be no criticism of the President ... is morally treasonable to 

the American public. - President  Theodore Roosevelt 

9. How can we love our country, and also love our countrymen. - President Ronald Reagan 

10. We have a tendency to condemn people are different from us, to define their sins as 

paramount and our own sinfulness as being insignificant. - President Jimmy Carter 

11. No person was ever honored for what he earned. Honor has been the reward for what he 

gave. – President Calvin Coolidge 

12. He that is of the opinion money will do everything may well be suspected of doing 

everything for money. – Benjamin Franklin [One of America’s Founding Fathers] 

13. Always vote for principle, though you may vote alone, and you may cherish the sweetest 

reflection that your vote is never lost. – President John Quincy Adams 

14. Never do a wrong thing to make a friend or keep one. – Robert E. Lee [American and 

Confederate Soldier; Resigned from US Army to join the Confederate Army during America’s 

Civil War; later surrendered.] 

15. A brave man is a man who dares to look the Devil in the face and tell him he is a Devil. – 

President A. Garfield 

16. I would not be the mere president of a party – I would endeavor to act independent of 

party domination and should feel bound to administer the government untrammeled by 

party schemes. – President Zachary Taylor 

17. Power always thinks it has a great soul and vast views beyond the comprehension of the 

weak. – President John Adams 

18. I think the first duty of society is justice. – Alexander Hamilton 

19. One cool judgment is worth a thousand hasty counsels. The thing to do is to supply ligt 

and not heat. – President Woodrow Wilson 



20. Unjust attacks on public men do them more good than unmerited praise. – President 

Rutherford B. Hayes 

21. Whenever you do a thing, act as if all the world were watching. – President Thomas 

Jefferson 

22. The president must interpret the conscience of America. He must guide his conduct by 

the idealism of our people. – President Herbert Hoover 

23. This country will not be a good place for any of us to live in if it is not a reasonably good 

place for all of us to live in. – President Theodore Roosevelt 

24. The life of the nation is secure only while the nation is honest, truthful and virtuous. – 

Frederick Douglass [A formerly enslaved African-American; social reformer, abolitionist, 

orator, writer, and statesman] 

25. In times like the present, men should utter nothing for which they would not willingly be 

responsible through time and eternity. – President Abraham Lincoln (Twitter users take 

note.) 

26. Too often … we enjoy the comfort of opinion without the discomfort of thought. - 

President John F. Kennedy 

27. The government should not be guided by temporary excitement, but by sober second 

thought. – President Martin von Buren 

28. No person connected with me by blood or marriage will be appointed to office. – 

President Rutherford B. Hayes 

29. Nothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance and conscientious 

stupidity. - Martin Luther King, Jr. [African-American Civil Rights leader] 

30. Whoever is careless with the truth in small matters cannot be trusted with important 

matters. – Albert Einstein [His theory of Relativity is one of the two pillars of modern 

physics] 

31. Motivation is the art of getting people to do what you want them to do because they want 

to do it. – President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

32. Every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle. We have called by different 

names brethren of the same principle. – President Thomas Jefferson  

33. The people are the rightful masters of both congresses, and courts – not to overthrow the 

constitution, but to overthrow the men who pervert it. – President Abraham Lincoln 

34. Guard against the impostures of pretended patriotism. – President George Washington 

35. People who boast about their I.Q. are losers. – Stephen Hawking [English theoretical 

physicist, cosmologist, author – A Brief History of Time & more] 

36. There is nothing new in the world except the history you do not know. – President Harry S. 

Truman 

37. Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow. The shadow is what we think of it; the tree 

is the real thing. - President Abraham Lincoln 

38. Peace is not the absence of conflict, it is the ability to handle conflict by peaceful means. - 

President Ronald Reagan 

39. I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for 

withdrawing from a friend. - President Thomas Jefferson 

40. It is a paradox that every dictator has climbed to power on the ladder of free speech. Immediately 

on attaining power each dictator has suppressed all free speech except his own. - President 

Herbert Hoover 

41. When you single out any particular group of people for secondary citizenship status, that’s a 

violation of basic human rights. – President Jimmy Carter 

42. It is better to offer no excuse than a bad one. – President George Washington 



43. America is never wholly herself unless she is engaged in high moral principle. We as a people 

have such a purpose. It is to make kinder the face of the nation and gentler the face of the world. 

– President George H.W. Bush 

44. The test of our progress is not whether we add more to the abundance of those who have much, it 

is whether we provide enough for those who have little. - President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

45. A people that values its privileges above its principles soon loses both. – President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower  

46. I tread in the footsteps of illustrious men … in receiving from the people the sacred trust confided 

to my illustrious predecessors. – President Martin van Buren 

47. Honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom. – President Thomas Jefferson 

48. It is infinitely better to have a few good men than many indifferent ones. – President George 

Washington 

49. Democracy is not so much a form of government as a set of principles. – President Woodrow 

Wilson 

50. Leave the matter of religion to the family altar, the church, and the private school. Keep the 

church and state forever separate. – President Ulysses S. Grant 

51. Try not to become man of success, but rather try to become a man of value. – Albert Einstein 

52. No man has a good enough memory to be a successful liar. – President Abraham Lincoln 

53. I not only use all the brains I have, but all I can borrow. – President Woodrow Wilson [Before 

embarking on a political career, President Wilson was a renowned scholar with multiple 

university degrees, a college professor and an orator.] 

54. You may give a man an Office, but you cannot give him discretion. – Benjamin Franklin 

55. We don’t want an America that is closed to the world. What we want is a world that is open to 

America. - President George H.W. Bush 

56. America was not built on fear. America was built on courage, on imagination and an unbeatable 

determination to do the job at hand. President Harry S. Truman 

57. In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends. – 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“No country upon earth ever had it more in its power to attain blessings than United 

America. Wondrously strange, then and much to be regretted indeed would it be, were we to 

neglect the means and to depart from the road which Providence has pointed out to us so 

plainly; I cannot believe it will ever come to pass.” 

      President George Washington [SIGNED] 

 ===================================================================    

 “I appeal to you again to constantly bear in mind that with you, and not with politicians, not      

with Presidents, not with office-seekers, but with you, is the question, ‘Shall the Union and 

shall the liberties of this country be preserved?” 

 President Abraham Lincoln [SIGNED] 

 ==================================================================== 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT, OBC, New York Times. Courtesy of Tom Blair, author of the New 

York Times bestselling book, What Would Ben Say?  



 

  

 

 


