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Welcome address at the Public Lecture in celebration of the 90th birthday Professor Adetowun Ogunsheye on 

February 16, 2017 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this lecture which was organized in celebration of the 90th birthday 

anniversary of our admirable patron, Professor Adetowun Ogunsheye, the first woman professor in Nigeria and 

the first African woman to graduate from the Ivy-league University of Cambridge. Besides, she is a Scion of the 

famous Banjo Family. You may wonder why we are celebrating her- She has been a quiet pillar of support for 

Atayese. Even at her advanced age, she still attends many of our activities. She sometimes gets apprehensive 

whenever there is a lull in our activities and often calls to find out if all was well. Although her birthday came 

up on December 5, 2017 but for some logistical reasons, we could not fit into her programme/schedule at the 

time so we decided to shift it to today.  

We are particularly happy to have in our midst the guest speaker, Mr. Brian Browne whom I met for the first 

time last year even though I have been an avid reader of his column in the Nation newspaper for a couple of  

years. His famous book, Financialism which he co-authored with Asiwaju Bola Tinubu is an expose of how 

misleading conventional economic thinking can lead to bad policy decisions and underdevelopment using 

examples from the United States and Nigeria. 

We also welcome our chairman, Ambassador T. Otunla, another great pillar of Atayese who has devoted his 

twilight years to the service and active pursuit of the goals of Atayese. He is an also an erudite Economist and 

consummate diplomat, having graduated from the famous London School of Economics (LSE). Therefore 

between the classical and the unconventional economics, we have a lot to learn at this lecture. 

At this juncture, please permit me to say a word or two about the Organization called Atayese. Although 

founded in year 2006, we recently held our first Constitutional Convention last month at this same venue.  The 

Aims of the Movement as enshrined in article two of our constitution are: 

1. The attainment of full autonomy for Yorubaland, including 

Yorubalands in present day Kwara, Kogi, Delta and Edo States;  

that is, the restoration of Yoruba National Autonomy with  

full powers to the Yoruba Region in any UNION of the  

Peoples and Nationalities in “The Federal Republic of Nigeria” 

2. The furtherance of Yoruba interests worldwide and 

3. To work with other Organizations to widen and deepen our  

Competitive capacity in the modern world of today. 

 

Our main objectives within Yoruba land is to advocate the establishment of good governance, uphold the 

Omoluabi ethos in Yorubaland while re-enacting and improving on the modernization scheme started by our 

revered forebears in the latter half of the fifties. Ever since Nigeria attained independence in 1960, the Yoruba 

nation and indeed Nigeria has practically gone to sleep. Before independence, we had a common goal in 

getting rid of the colonialists, but unfortunately, having gotten rid of the foreign oppressors, our leaders 

relapsed and themselves became worse oppressors, particularly with the advent of the military in governance. 
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We had thought that with the institution of democracy, the situation would change. But rather than being 

ameliorated, the situation has gotten worse by the day.  

 

Atayese is intent on reversing this trend and it is doing so through the establishment and re-invigoration of 

vibrant cells (ebi) within the 23 Eyas in Yorubaland. This is a system that naturally models the federal union of 

Yoruba sub-national communities. Is it any wonder that our organization is in the forefront of the demand for a 

truly federal structure of the Nigerian Federation?  

We believe that the current constitution was made in the image of the military and it is more unitary than 

federal; as a result it has hindered the development of both the Yoruba nation and Nigeria. It is so 

fundamentally flawed and full of errors and lacunae that it is beyond redemption through amendments. 

Consequently, we demand a new constitution that emphasizes regional autonomy, formulated by a Sovereign 

National Conference set up for that purpose. 

 

In the meantime, the Nigerian economy has been so bastardized, pulverized and looted to the extent that over 

80% of Nigerians now live below the poverty line. There is no contemporary economic theory or policy that has 

not been tried, yet we are unable to get out of this economic quandary. Atayese believes that now more than 

ever is the time to think out of the box. We cannot continue to do things the same way over the years and 

expect a different result. It is in our effort to break out of the vicious circle of underdevelopment that we have 

invited here Mr. Brian Browne to propose an alternative, nay unconventional and outside the mainstream 

economics, yet worth considering in development economics. 

 

Before I take my seat, I wish to appeal to the audience, particularly those who feel as strongly as we feel about 

Yorubaland, to join our organization to give us moral and material support so that we can together form a 

critical and unified force to change our nation to a modern and competitive entity in the comity of nations.  

Finally, on behalf of Atayese, I wish to express our profound appreciation to the Board and Management of the 

Development Policy Centre for allowing us to use its facilities without charge.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, sit, relax and enjoy the address. 

I thank you all for coming.   

 

Tokunbo Ajasin          

Chairman, Atayese 

 


